01:17:42.000 --> 01:17:53.000
Hello everyone my name is Daniel Vureka. i'm an Albuquerque native, and I just finished with the first
year of my Undergrad on the East coast today.

01:17:53.000 --> 01:17:56.000
I'm joining Mitcon Virtually from my grandmother's apartment in Bucharest.

01:17:56.000 --> 01:18:02.000
So apologies for any any background noise. my presentation is titled Crossings and missed Content.

01:18:02.000 --> 01:18:15.000
Transformations in the late heaven excuse me i'm dividing my presentation into 3 sections, and the first
i'll give a brief introduction to earth like like when her work its importance, and where late fits in given
what kind

01:18:15.000 --> 01:18:27.000
of conference. This this is this: should be relatively short next i'll do a close reading of passage in late
present my argument, and i'll end by going over a few implications let's start with liquid gay lewin was
an American

01:18:27.000 --> 01:18:37.000
writer of novels, poem, short stories, and much more she's best known for speculative works, including
novels like the left hand of Darkness. The Dispossessed and the Fantasy Rex. cycle Our work is found
both

01:18:37.000 --> 01:18:44.000
critical and popular acclaim, and Lewin is also known as one of the twentieth century writers. Did the
most bring speculative fiction into the quote.

01:18:44.000 --> 01:18:51.000
Traditional literary forecast He was given a lifetime that you've been award by the national book
foundation in 2014, and a setting like this.

01:18:51.000 --> 01:18:55.000
It's probably superfluous to say that she's one of the most important fantasies in recent number.

01:18:55.000 --> 01:18:59.000
A few specific things about the wind works that are relevant.

01:18:59.000 --> 01:19:02.000
First many of her novels and short stories can be considered political.

01:19:02.000 --> 01:19:04.000
Jeff, and imagines a reimagine existing political systems.

01:19:04.000 --> 01:19:08.000
Through her speculative fiction, the dispossessed and the short story.

01:19:08.000 --> 01:19:12.000
The ones walk away from a moment on Mellis. Excuse me. our representative in this regard.

01:19:12.000 --> 01:19:17.000
Left hand is political elements as well as we'll see like as a specific place in the wins.

01:19:17.000 --> 01:19:26.000
Put fiction. Secondly, philosophy of terrorism is important to look When's work she calls this influence
quote obvious and quote often pointed out by critics.

01:19:26.000 --> 01:19:29.000
Consider me a credit cause. i'll point it out again, especially important for our discussion.

01:19:29.000 --> 01:19:33.000
I'll go over what that means. specifically a bit later.

01:19:33.000 --> 01:19:40.000
Okay, excuse me. The late of heaven is one of Luquin's novels, where does it fit into the rest of our
work?

01:19:40.000 --> 01:19:44.000
Here's my copy, and a photo I took earlier today at my grandmother's window.

01:19:44.000 --> 01:19:47.000
His first publishes an awful in 1971 for that it was serialized.

01:19:47.000 --> 01:19:56.000
So after the left hand of darkness, in 1,969 before the disk possessed in 1,964, right in the middle of
Lukewyn's most acclaimed period length differs from most of

01:19:56.000 --> 01:20:01.000
look wind, speculated fiction, and that it takes place on earth are worth alright.

01:20:01.000 --> 01:20:07.000
I'll be at a dystopian future herons tend to factor into like wins works in one way or another.

01:20:07.000 --> 01:20:13.000
But late setting is special, and gives it some interesting and unique resonances with what I guess we can
call the earth experience.

01:20:13.000 --> 01:20:21.000
The systems, structures, and schools of thought. We know it also increases the temptation for political
readings, because we recognize the systems in place.

01:20:21.000 --> 01:20:32.000
Critiques are perhaps more evident. conceded the novel as such in a Portland, Oregon, overcome by
overpopulation and climate change, milk does protagonist George or realizes that his dreams can alter

01:20:32.000 --> 01:20:36.000
reality he is terrified of the damages and is unconscious, could wreak on the world.

01:20:36.000 --> 01:20:39.000
So it goes to a psychiatrist Dr. William Haber for help.

01:20:39.000 --> 01:20:47.000
We doesn't believe it first ever realized or is telling the truth and takes advantage of him to make the
better world. This doesn't go very well.

01:20:47.000 --> 01:20:57.000
Abra makes the changes and things are necessary. to fix the world's problems, but he doesn't can't
contend within consequences of his actions trying to fix over population he wishes into being the
carcinogenic

01:20:57.000 --> 01:21:01.000
plague that kills billions of people eventually brings reality to the brink of clouds.

01:21:01.000 --> 01:21:08.000
World is only saved by George or who turns off Haver's machine, and brings the world back to a state of
equilibrium.

01:21:08.000 --> 01:21:16.000
Abraham himself is destroyed. in this presentation I'm specifically indebted to the work of Scholars Luke,
Betsy Long, and Louis call.

01:21:16.000 --> 01:21:26.000
They both have interesting specific arguments about the text i'll provide links at the end of the slides.
But I'm going to engage with their more general reads, which I think are quite standard both frame the
protecting the store to the

01:21:26.000 --> 01:21:37.000
Taoist hero as opposed to Dr. Haver, representative of Western rationality, call rights, that the attempt
to force the pattern of things to coerce the world into a rigorously rational framework has been
characteristic of

01:21:37.000 --> 01:21:48.000
Western thought, since at least a cart against this 4 invokes the towel's principle of what way or action
will action unquote haver in subjecting the world to his idea created by reason of what would be better

01:21:48.000 --> 01:21:53.000
ultimately failing his symptomatic of all that is wrong with the West.

01:21:53.000 --> 01:22:00.000
This reading is that when frames tell them as an alternative that you, Wong describes leads to parent.

01:22:00.000 --> 01:22:08.000
Quote Taoist State actacism, unquote the position Lagoon gives it as a possibility for solving, or at least
counteracting, the problems the West and Hyper represent.

01:22:08.000 --> 01:22:18.000
To that I would add, in that the novel setting on earth facilitates considerably aapers immediate
association with the West, and the designation of Ores Cl Mindset is specifically talented.

01:22:18.000 --> 01:22:28.000
So those are other scholars online and i'd say that their reading is relatively standard abro restore the
West, and rational control that's call phrase versus taoism.

01:22:28.000 --> 01:22:39.000
A good reading of the text. Yes, they're reading and I think a beautiful one. But I would like to pose
another when the finds perspective from an unexpected source for science fiction, perhaps even an
alien war and like new floss

01:22:39.000 --> 01:22:43.000
remaining. Okay, let's get into the close reading the passage.

01:22:43.000 --> 01:22:47.000
I'm going to be dealing with is an important one age 82 in my addition.

01:22:47.000 --> 01:22:58.000
It's When George or specifically confronts dr enabled with the damages medley, it's done both
characters elaborate argument central to their characters into the novel or begins by charging paper you
can't

01:22:58.000 --> 01:23:02.000
go on changing things, trying to run things ever responds non-plus.

01:23:02.000 --> 01:23:14.000
You speak as if that were some kind of general moral imperative and then here's the central bit. But in
fact isn't that man's very purpose on earth to do things change things run things make a better world
that is exactly

01:23:14.000 --> 01:23:21.000
what Abraham is trying to do throughout the all matches up very well with Lewis's calls, who was calls
description, and or is having none of it.

01:23:21.000 --> 01:23:24.000
No exclamation point and then it's always trying to get his argument.

01:23:24.000 --> 01:23:29.000
I would like to draw specific attention to the language Haver uses at the beginning of this paragraph.

01:23:29.000 --> 01:23:37.000
You speak as if that were some kind of general moral imperative reminiscent of enlightenment flocks
from manual cons conception of the categorical inheritance.

01:23:37.000 --> 01:23:46.000
The law that's always followed concept is that in His ground work for the metaphysics of morals that you
should only make actions that you would be okay with as universal laws.

01:23:46.000 --> 01:23:48.000
There is, therefore, only a single categorical imperative.

01:23:48.000 --> 01:23:56.000
And is this act only according to that moof? Excuse me.

01:23:56.000 --> 01:24:02.000
Act only according to the maxim through which you can at the same time, will it become a universal
law?

01:24:02.000 --> 01:24:09.000
As Haver mobilizes this argument this language against it or when the novel is uneducated, he intends it
as a sharp rebuke.

01:24:09.000 --> 01:24:12.000
You haven't read your comment you haven't read your Western philosophy.

01:24:12.000 --> 01:24:16.000
You don't know what you're talking about who were you to be arguing with me.

01:24:16.000 --> 01:24:21.000
Few take ways first of all about content i'm not at all qualified to discuss him in any depths.

01:24:21.000 --> 01:24:28.000
I'll do the very basics. They live from 1,724 to 1,000 741,804 wrote a lot of philosophical text, and is
generally considered to be very important in the Western

01:24:28.000 --> 01:24:32.000
tradition. In this presentation i'm focusing on only his groundwork.

01:24:32.000 --> 01:24:45.000
Second content language placed in the same paragraph as Havers thesis statement is associated with
the Doctor's argument again described by call as forcing things into a quote rigorously rational
framework on the quote I would say

01:24:45.000 --> 01:24:53.000
that this tendency exists within content philosophy regardless is all about systematizing It's important to
note that this connection is specifically time.

01:24:53.000 --> 01:24:59.000
Ost didn't like haber is given his argument he's invoked Kant. Now it's time for where to talk.

01:24:59.000 --> 01:25:06.000
This is what he says things don't have purposes as If the universe were a machine where every part has a
useful function.

01:25:06.000 --> 01:25:11.000
What's the function of a galaxy I don't know if our life has a purpose, and I don't see that matters.

01:25:11.000 --> 01:25:17.000
What does matters the work part like a thread in a cloth, or it is, and we are.

01:25:17.000 --> 01:25:20.000
What we do is like wind blowing on the grass.

01:25:20.000 --> 01:25:25.000
First of all a fantastic paragraph perfect example of what makes the wind so great.

01:25:25.000 --> 01:25:35.000
Secondly, it's very easy to see lukewins or is Laguanian Taoism. The Wind published a rendition of the
key telescope, the town teaching and one of her notes. She writes tell us

01:25:35.000 --> 01:25:42.000
gain their ends without the use of a means beautiful quote, and it corresponds directly to the phrase.

01:25:42.000 --> 01:25:48.000
Things don't have purposes the rest of the passage cascades from here elaborates terry Clay.

01:25:48.000 --> 01:25:55.000
But there's another reading as well the phrase things we all have purposes also corresponds
intentionally or no.

01:25:55.000 --> 01:26:05.000
To another argument presented by kansas the groundwork. the idea that no rational beings can simply
be a means to an end must be considered at the same time, and end in themselves.

01:26:05.000 --> 01:26:13.000
It can't have just a purpose towards something else or statement serves a role as a rebuttal of haber on
content terms in 2 major ways.

01:26:13.000 --> 01:26:17.000
First It reminds paper that throughout the novel he's been using or as a means to an end.

01:26:17.000 --> 01:26:22.000
He's been using ores effective dreams as a tool to create his quote better world under a content system
that would not flot.

01:26:22.000 --> 01:26:27.000
Secondly, if no rational being can be a means, can have a central purpose.

01:26:27.000 --> 01:26:34.000
How can you say that man or humanity as a whole, consider themselves as having the purpose of
making the world a better place?

01:26:34.000 --> 01:26:38.000
The paper mocks, or for not knowing his Kant, he is suitably rebuked.

01:26:38.000 --> 01:26:40.000
Everything that he is saying is absurd. Under cons argument.

01:26:40.000 --> 01:26:48.000
Aber is deluded to invoke it it should be said that or probably Isn't trying to criticize tapers actions on
content grounds it's probably arguing intuitively.

01:26:48.000 --> 01:26:53.000
And what feels right, regardless of intention to Haver was just mobilized, content language.

01:26:53.000 --> 01:26:58.000
It should have that effect here's a third way that we're engaged with Kot.

01:26:58.000 --> 01:27:07.000
This one doesn't, engage specifically with haver and is a bit less straightforward, or bear with me, if or
uses a content argument, he also extends it under cons definition.

01:27:07.000 --> 01:27:10.000
The only thing that could be considered. With this it should be considered.

01:27:10.000 --> 01:27:18.000
With this consideration at humans or any rational beings or this isn't enough. He says that not just
humans should be considered, ends in themselves without purposes.

01:27:18.000 --> 01:27:25.000
But all things the universities impossibly complicated and impossible to abstract with single purpose.

01:27:25.000 --> 01:27:30.000
Why should any of its components be treated differently in a world where everything must be treated as
an end?

01:27:30.000 --> 01:27:36.000
Nothing can be used. The only way to act correctly is to not is not to act.

01:27:36.000 --> 01:27:45.000
The Taoist principle of way way way is derived and it's from a modification of content thought that
rational Western system associated in the text with everything problematic.

01:27:45.000 --> 01:27:56.000
It can be rebu rehabilitated once the human. Specifically, the human actor like haver stops considering
themselves to be in the center of things.

01:27:56.000 --> 01:28:09.000
Now that we've gotten here now what what are the implications of this reading that we've reached this
conclusion, i'm gonna begin in the world of the novel into haver's reaction.

01:28:09.000 --> 01:28:13.000
What it means, then move into license work and then into speculative fiction as a whole.

01:28:13.000 --> 01:28:17.000
Let's start with the novel upon being confronted by wars argument openly.

01:28:17.000 --> 01:28:23.000
Taoist suddenly. Kantian haber does not react well, He's clearly upset his tone.

01:28:23.000 --> 01:28:29.000
Is no longer genial. it's neutral verged contemptuous

01:28:29.000 --> 01:28:44.000
He's offset and he takes it out on or identifying his argument as quote Eastern and mystic, both
obviously derogatory and patronizes them once again for being uneducated paper is upset for a reason
he's been called out

01:28:44.000 --> 01:28:48.000
by modified or not. Abra is not acting correctly under a content system.

01:28:48.000 --> 01:28:59.000
If he doesn't accept george's extended content argument, he should he should re recognize that in the
content system he just invoked with his rebuke.

01:28:59.000 --> 01:29:04.000

Excuse me that he's doing something wrong by taking advantage of war and using him as a means to an
end.

01:29:04.000 --> 01:29:16.000
This is important, and makes a compelling argument on the point on the part of the novel that a
representative of the West, unable to accept an alternative, knows that even by his own standards he's
doing something wrong it was reached for a moment

01:29:16.000 --> 01:29:20.000
because, or was able to call him out. using his own language.

01:29:20.000 --> 01:29:26.000
Abra had a choice to do something different. and he didn't take it, he continues to his, and in the end of
the novel almost the world's destruction.

01:29:26.000 --> 01:29:30.000
No. I find that to be compelling parable and a fitting end.

01:29:30.000 --> 01:29:39.000
Yeah, Next, let's talk about liquid I don't think that she was consciously trying to have a content
undercurrent in the climates of a novel.

01:29:39.000 --> 01:29:43.000
But the fact that one exists anyway says something important about or science fictional form.

01:29:43.000 --> 01:29:48.000
The wing is a Western writer, a series being perhaps the most complete inheritor of the Western
Canada.

01:29:48.000 --> 01:29:53.000
It's everywhere, and work. if you look for it in the farthest shore, for example, the third book of Art.

01:29:53.000 --> 01:30:02.000
See, Plato is on practically every page maybe that's the next thing for Lewin is able to engage with the
Western cannon, both directly and indirectly, in novels that are set in our world the question of

01:30:02.000 --> 01:30:11.000
predictions is very much alive and well and there's a lot to be said for this kind of a meeting. but in other
novels that aren't centered or likely in a transformed her.

01:30:11.000 --> 01:30:16.000
There's a lot of space for quieter again, when the rules aren't explicitly set, or in any case are different
from ours.

01:30:16.000 --> 01:30:21.000
It's easier to bend them the change traditions would help the audience known that they were there in
the first place.

01:30:21.000 --> 01:30:28.000
This is such a powerful fictional tool. Traditions, like Con, however problematic, exist for us in our world.

01:30:28.000 --> 01:30:38.000
On the board. The canon is pervasive work like L. genses in a unique position to add tool app to it,
transform it, reform it.

01:30:38.000 --> 01:30:42.000
What's next as people in the speculative fiction community?

01:30:42.000 --> 01:30:46.000
How can we continue Liquids project? First of all, we can notice it.

01:30:46.000 --> 01:30:51.000
I think Science Fiction engagement with Western tradition. Specifically, philosophy is understood.

01:30:51.000 --> 01:30:53.000
Large part of this is the condition of less than literature. Spec.

01:30:53.000 --> 01:30:57.000
Fix been confined to this changing as well and there's so much room for growth.

01:30:57.000 --> 01:31:03.000
Secondly, I think most importantly, we can add to it knowing the kinds of transformations that look
when accomplished, we can find out our own.

01:31:03.000 --> 01:31:10.000
There's a name, look when it gets their unexpected connections, and link, or or learns the things that he
needs to know, to bring things back equilibrium.

01:31:10.000 --> 01:31:14.000
She calls them crossings, and missed I think it's a fitting name for what it described.

01:31:14.000 --> 01:31:20.000
In this presentation an interesting connection, but not a parent perhaps a big, perhaps with blurred
edges.

01:31:20.000 --> 01:31:28.000
They're nonetheless there's something recognizable behind it the miscreate something entirely new for
us to see.

01:31:28.000 --> 01:31:32.000
It's our turn to find more crosses as writers, scholars, artists.

01:31:32.000 --> 01:31:36.000
I wanted to end with an illustration from charles vessels. It was books, university.

01:31:36.000 --> 01:31:40.000
I think it's fantastic and i'll mix my metaphors up as well.

01:31:40.000 --> 01:31:44.000
The wind gave us craft. Where are we going to sell it next?

01:31:44.000 --> 01:31:52.000
Thank you so much.

